
April 9, 1970 

I&tar Kyrun: 

‘I had another queetfon to put to yeu that T did not went to get x&ted up with 
the otba mkterfal. .. 

I m mr5 you have had plenty of input on the refrain that the overdeveloped 
U.S. oeomtmy is gcbblfng up all the world’e raw mterial fesource~) at a rate 
that wU1 preclude the eventual modernization of the less devleloped countries. 
I am ellpp#@ a few exmplas of this to be sure you know wtmt I wmn. 

I have been trying to find the truth that may be 5t the center of thie kind of 
rslf-fLagellatim, and am not too hitppy with the, kinds of ertclttiatlcs I have be5n 
able to put together. What I would be looking for would be a trbulstiorn of 
(1) wolrld production of various categories of rew wateriale and of major claaoas 
of mmufactured products, (2) U.S. production of the came, and (3) U.S. consumption 
of the mm, apportioned betveen dosestic and foreign product&m. Barta of (2) 
and <3) are not too difficult to get hold of, but Z am hsving trouble bettfng 
(1) on a comparable baaio. What I believe to be mleconccptGms about this issue 
8re very prevalent, and, I think, idealogfcally quite humful. This is Rot to 
discard the dseue out of hand, but I would l%ke to lie@? It ertated 2n 818re legiti- 
mate term. What P think is overlooked by 8-e of the etatement~ 1~ this field 
is that the U.S. is a major producer a(~ well as cunsumer of many of the products 
in question. 

I amwme that you should be eble to put together these kinds of numbers from 
within the dspartmemt with almost zero effort and, quita apart from responding 
to my person& requeet for this information, I think it would be e very worth- 
while bulletin to have published if this ilp not already a routins ftem. 

Pours siaceraly, 

Joehtm Lederberg 


